37 (11, 74)

We Read Parashat Parah Because Purim is a
Preparation for Pesach

After Purim, we read Parashat Parah, the Torah
portion describing the Red Heifer. This reminds us to
purify ourselves in preparation for Pesach.

Originally, all beginnings were from Pesach, and
so all of the commandments are a recollection of the
Exodus. But now Purim marks the beginning. And so
Purim itself is a preparation for Pesach, as indicated
by the reading of Parashat Parah right after Purim.
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For Purim
The Mitzvot of Purim

Hashem our God and God of our fathers,
You perform miracles and wonders in every
generation. You battle on our behalf, judge our
cases, avenge us, requite all of our enemies, and
make reprisal on our adversaries.

May it be Your will that You will be kind to
us in Your vast compassion, and help us in Your
awesome salvation and with Your wonders, so
that we will celebrate the holy days of Purim
properly in their time.

May we perform all of the holy mitzvot that
apply to Purim with great holiness and purity,
“with joy and a good heart,” with great and
intense cheer, liveliness, delight and felicity,
with all of their details, particulars, intentions
and the 613 commandments that are dependent
on them.

Master of the world, You have revealed to
us that all of the miracles and wonders that You
performed for our forefathers—regarding which
the holy festivals were established—occur, man-
ifest themselves and shine in every generation,
in every person and at every moment.
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We must draw the holiness of Purim and the
holiness of all of the festivals, and the illumina-
tion of the miracles and wonders that occurred
on them, into every year, into every generation
and, in particular, into every individual.

And so I have come to You Who perform mir-
acles and wonders in every generation—every
day, hour and moment. Teach me, guide me and
be gracious to me, and help me truly attain the
full joy of Purim.

May I rejoice exceedingly, with all my heart
and soul, on the holy days of Purim every year,
with endless joy.

With the joy and holiness of Purim, may I
draw onto myself and onto the entire Jewish
people the holiness and joy drawn from the Red
Heifer that purifies us from the uncleanness of
death.

You commanded us to recite the Torah por-
tion of the Red Heifer following Purim. And You
revealed to us that by celebrating Purim, we
attain the purification of the Red Heifer, which
cleanses us so that we may receive the holiness
of the Pesach sacrifice in its time.

Master of the world, You know our tremen-
dous descent, our fall into the depths of this
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bitter exile, and the intensity and multitude of the
troubles of the soul that every Jew—particularly
myself—experiences.

An enormous extent of the depths of the sea
covers me and washes over me fiercely from
every direction. I suffer a great deal, beyond
measure or limit, and I do not know of any
doorway of hope, any way to rectify or escape
from any of this.

To deal with all this, I need wondrous miracles
and great salvation now, as You performed
on behalf of the Jewish people in a way that
influenced all generations: the unparalleled
miracles, wonders and awesome matters in the
days of Mordekhai and Esther, when the wicked
Haman, may his name and memory be blotted
out, opposed them.

The miracle of Purim is greater than any of
the other miracles that You performed for us in
influencing all time, as You informed us through
Your holy sages, “All of the festivals will be
annulled, except for the days of Purim.”

At first, all beginnings were from Pesach,
because all of the festivals are a reminder of the
Exodus from Egypt. But that is no longer the
case.
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The Essence of Miracles

Master of the world, Master of the entire
world, Master of wonders, cause salvation to
flourish! You know the truth regarding all of the
miracles and wonders that You performed for
us during the Exodus from Egypt and the wars
against Amalek, in the days of Moses and in the
days of Mordekhai and Esther.

And in all of the miracles and wonders
that You performed for us during the days of
Chanukah, as well as in every generation, the
essence of each miracle and salvation is the
salvation of the soul.

All of our foes—both those who pursue us
physically and those who pursue us spiritu-
ally—are jealous and spiteful only because we
believe in You, HaShem our God. We yearn to
go in Your holy ways and keep Your awesome
mitzvot, to reveal and publicize the truth of
the faith in Your Godliness, providence and
universal governance.

Because of this, “not just one alone has stood
against us to destroy us, but in every generation,
they stand against us to destroy us. But the Holy
One, blessed be He, saves us from their hand.”
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And so the essence of each miracle and of
salvation from all of our troubles is that it is
an expression of Your zealousness and of Your
performing miracles and wonders to preserve
the Torah and the mitzvot so that they will not be
eradicated from the world, Heaven forbid. That
is the desire of our enemies and the heretics, may
their names be erased, all of whom are from the
aspect of Haman and Amalek, may their name
be blotted out.

And now, what will I say to You Who dwell
in the heights? What will I tell You Who dwell
in the heavens, if after all of these miracles and
wonders, I maltreat myself even more than my
enemies do?

I have not gained control over my lusts. I
have even instigated the evil inclination and
acted with my own hands to bring about these
troubles, the troubles of my soul, which are more
difficult and bitter than all other sufferings.

There is no suffering like the sufferings of the
soul. And so the most compassionate act is to
extract a Jewish soul from sins and blemishes.

Master of the entire world, Unique One,
Primal One, “HaShem God is true.” You alone
know where these words of mine reach.
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In truth, I am a boor who does not appreciate
the effect of the miracle of Purim on the physical
and spiritual dimensions—and, in particular,
I do not know how to draw the power of this
miracle and salvation onto myself.

You alone know everything. At every mo-
ment, You hint to me from afar to come close to
You, using different types of illumination and
many allusions beyond measure. But due to my
intense stubbornness, I still have not repented of
my error.

But this is my consolation in my bitter
impoverishment: that I am still stubborn enough
to speak these words to You from the dust, and I
still hope in Your compassion and salvation.

Master of the world, You alone know the
power of the miracle that occurred in the days of
Mordekhai and Esther, who won the war against
Haman-Amalek, wiping out their name and
memory from the world. As a result, they drew
wondrous illumination and awesome salvation
into every generation.

Now, all of our life force and our hope of
emerging from our exile in body and soul come
only from the power of this miracle.
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We stand and look hopefully to Your salva-
tion just as You helped the Jews of that time
subdue and break the “husk” of Haman-
Amalek. In the same way, may You uproot,
eradicate and subdue his great pollution and
reveal faith in Your providence to the world, so
that we may again keep and receive anew Your
holy Torah.

Please stand and help us in every generation,
until You will win the war completely, entirely
eradicating the memory of Amalek and remov-
ing the spirit of uncleanness from the earth.
Truly bring us back to You and quickly extricate
us from our bitter exile.

Therefore, I have come to You, Master of
wonders, asking You to focus on the great suf-
ferings of our soul and look at our hardship and
toil, and not at our deeds.

Perform wondrous and awesome miracles
for us, the miracles of Purim. Bring about a chain
of events for the good so that we will return to
You in our lifetime, quickly, swiftly and speedily,
and no longer return to our foolishness.
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For Pesach

From Purim to Pesach

Master of the world, You Who revive the
dead, Living God and Eternal King, have com-
passion on us. Revive us and sustain us, sanctify
us and purify us from the uncleanness of death—
which is the archetype of uncleanness and is
associated with lechery—which has grown and
spread through the world until we have “sunken
into the muddy depths and cannot stand,”
entering the depths of the water as the waves
wash over us.

With the power of the holiness of the
mitzvah of Purim, may we receive and draw
onto ourselves the holiness and purity of the
unblemished Red Heifer to truly purify us of the
uncleanness of death—both in this world and in
the next.

In this way, may I celebrate the holy festival
of Pesach, the season of our freedom, with
great holiness and vast, intense joy. In Your
compassion, may we keep all of the mitzvot of
Pesach with great holiness and with vast joy
and gladness.
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In Your vast compassion, help us, save us and
guard us from the slightest trace of leavening, so
that even a trace of leavening will not be found
in our borders or domains throughout the days
of Pesach.

It is revealed and known to You, Master of
the entire world, that without the help of Your
salvation and compassion, a creature of flesh
and blood could not avoid at least a trace of
leavening.

In Your vast compassion, have compassion
on us, powerful Redeemer, truly Compassionate
One. Guard us and rescue us from any trace of
leavening during all of the holy days of Pesach.

Help us emerge from slavery to freedom,
from sorrow to joy, from sadness to celebration,
from darkness to a great light.

May we celebrate the Pesach Seder with great
enthusiasm, wondrous fervor and vast, intense
joy.

May all states of consciousness—both great
and small—that shine on Pesach come to us and
illuminate us with wondrous illumination, with
a great, wondrous and awesome light.

You Who are filled with compassion, help
us and save us so that we will keep the mitzvot
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of Purim with such great holiness and joy that
afterward, we will truly guard against the
slightest trace of leavening on Pesach, and keep
all of the awesome mitzvot of Pesach with great
holiness and awesome, intense joy.

Have compassion on us for the sake of Your
Name. Compassionately help us attain now
what we have requested of You. In accordance
with this teaching, help us and save us so that we
will return and truly come close to You quickly.

Save us in the power of the holy miracle and
wondrous salvation of Purim, so that from now
on we will be transformed from evil to good, and
emerge from sadness to joy and from darkness
to a great light.

For the Fast of Esther
Attaining True Repentance

Help us and save us so that we will keep the
Fast of Esther prior to Purim with great holiness.
May we recite the selichot with great feeling,
calling and crying out to You extensively. Open
my heart so that I will truly feel the pain of my
sins and the intense, immeasurable suffering of
my spirit.
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May I call out with a great and bitter outcry,
as is fitting for me to do in keeping with the
abundance of my intense sins and offenses, and
my great and innumerable blemishes.

May Your compassion for me truly be
aroused. Please hurry to save me and redeem me
from myself, so that I will obey Your laws and
truly guard Your mitzvot with all my heart.

My Father, my King, my Maker, my Creator,
teach me how to begin from the holy level of
Purim, as You indicated to us through Your holy
sages.

Help me miraculously, with wondrous and
awesome salvation, with wondrous and awe-
some renewal, so that I can truly return to You in
complete repentance from now on.

May I start serving You anew with a complete,
true beginning, with all my heart and soul. Truly
direct me and teach me where to begin and how,
and which advice will truly bring me back to
You.

Master of the world, “great in counsel and
mighty in deed,” rectify me with Your good
counsel. Quickly save me for the sake of Your
Name, so that from now on I will truly attain
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complete repentance all of the days of my life,
and from now on I will not turn aside from Your
will, right or left.

May I learn and teach, guard, perform and
maintain all of the words of Your Torah with
love. May I keep all of the mitzvot and all holy
matters, and do everything in its time and
season. May I perform everything well in its
time with great holiness and purity. Strengthen
me with joy and gladness always.

With the aid of the power of the true
Tzaddikim, may I expel and eradicate from
myself and from the entire Jewish people the
“husk” of Haman-Amalek, may his name be
erased, and draw onto myself the holiness of the
miracle and salvation of Purim.

Have compassion on us in every generation
and every year, so that we will rejoice greatly on
the days of Purim with great happiness and vast,
intense gladness.

May we keep the mitzvah of reading the
Megillah with great holiness and purity, and with
vast, intense joy. May we think deeply into the
great magnitude of the wonderful miracle and
the awesome, intense salvation, and publicize
the miracle to every nation and populace.
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May we keep the mitzvah of “sending gifts,
each person to his neighbor, and gifts to the
poor,” along with the mitzvah of the Purim feast,
with great perfection and vast, intense joy.

And may we keep the mitzvah of getting
intoxicated on Purim, as our sages instructed us.
Help us and guard us so that our drinking and
intoxication on Purim do not damage us at all in
body or soul. May we not harm any person or
anything as a result of being intoxicated.

Rather, by means of getting intoxicated on
Purim, may we attain great joy and vast, intense
gladness—the joy of Purim.

Then a period of wondrous and mighty
illumination—the illumination of Mordekhai,
which has no equal during all of the other days
of the year—will shine.

May I be joyful with all my heart and make
others joyful as well, gladdening the entire
Jewish people, Your nation, with the joy of
Purim, with extremely vast, intense gladness.

May we be glad and rejoice in Your salvation
with true joy, so that You will be glad and
pleased, and receive great delight from our
drinking and our rejoicing on the holy Purim.
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Every year, may we know the great miracle
and wondrous salvation of Purim. May we sub-
due, expel, uproot and nullify within ourselves
the “husk” of Haman-Amalek and his great
pollution, and wipe out his name and memory
from the world. May we purify ourselves of his
pollution with great holiness and purity, and
draw onto ourselves the holiness of Mordekhai
and Esther.

May we draw the joy of Purim onto the entire
year, so that we will always rejoice in You with
truly vast joy and gladness.

As a result, may we truly attain the holiness
and purity of the Red Heifer and the holiness of
Pesach, and may we be joyful always.

May the verse be realized in us, “Our heart
will rejoice in Him, because we have hoped in
His holy Name.”

“May the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be pleasing before You,
HaShem, my Rock and my Redeemer.”
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